
Stainton Parish Council 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 26th July 2021 

 
Present: Cllr Brown (Chair), Cllr K Watkins and Cllr Barratt  
Attending: Ward Cllr Greenhalgh and & Di Hoyes (Parish Clerk) 
Apologies: Cllr I Watkins, Cllr Walsham  
Also, In Attendance: A representative from Stainton Village Hall Trust and 11 members of the public. 
Public Session: Including the Village Hall Trust Update 
A representative from South Yorkshire Police attended the Public Session. A question-and-answer session 
was carried out: 
Q – Is car theft in the area on the increase? 
A – Car theft in the area is not extraordinarily high, however when it is on your doorstep it makes the 
matter far more concerning. A noticing trend with car thieves is that they are now using a small remote 
pad that can read the code on most car keys. The thieves (always travel in pairs or more), will scope out 
the area before attempting the theft. Once a chosen victim’s car is targeted, the crime will more often 
happen at night. One of the thieves will stand next to the chosen vehicle with a remote pad, the other will 
go to the residency with another remote pad and hold it against doors and windows in order for it to locate 
the cars key code. It is incredibly important to not only hide your car keys in case of a break in, but to also 
protect your key from being cloned. The representative strongly recommended for resident to invest in 
Faraday Pouches, which wrap car keys and protect them.  
Q – Is residential property break in, in the Stainton area on the increase? 
A – A lot of residential property crime is done by chance. Burglars will often scope the area before 
committing the crime, so vigilance is critical. If residents don’t have anti-bump locks on their patio doors, 
then look in to upgrading to them. Remember burglars do not like lights and they don’t like CCTV – protect 
your property as much as you can.  
Q – On a couple of occasions strangers have come into the village and when asked why they are there they 
produce Hawkers Licences, can these people be reported? 
A – Police cannot respond to a report of that, they have to commit a crime. Unfortunately, a crime has to 
have been committed. 
Q – Can we have an increased Police presence in the village? What about private companies would you 
recommend using them to police the village? 
A – The representative would not actively encourage using private firms. Whenever the Neighbourhood 
Team can they are driving around within the community raising police presence. 
Q – What do we get from the Police from our rates? 
A – Council tax pays for the subject of the crime to be investigated. It pays for Police visibility, albeit this is 
a matter of contention in more rural areas.  
Q – What can be done to stop the increase in fly-tipping? 
A – During lockdown there was a significant increase in home improvements which meant that more 
households required the services of companies to collect and remove waste. It is the responsibility of the 
resident to make sure that the company they employ has a Carrier’s licence. If addresses are found in fly-
tipping by DMBC, then the name on the address could find themselves being prosecuted even though they 
didn’t actually do the fly-tipping. Always check the companies Carrier’s licence. 
Q – If you have been a victim of crime and you do report it, why is there never a follow up by the Police? 
A – In most cases there will be an initial call out by the Police, and if required a follow up from SOCO (Scene 
of Crime Officer). When this isn’t carried out it is unfortunately down to lack of resources. Recruitment is 
growing, but it takes months for the candidates to go through the recruitment and training process. 
Q – Is it really worth reporting crime if nothing is to come of it? 
A – Report, Report, Report. If crimes are not reported then a true and accurate crime reporting level will 
never be achieved. Reporting more crime puts more pressure on to increase Police staffing levels 
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The representative concluded the Q&A, but wanted residents to remind residents to be extra vigilant and 
also try to report to 101 suspicious behaviours. Cllr Brown thanked the representative for attending the 
meeting.    
A representative from the VHT informed the Parish Council of the following: 

➢ The July newsletter had been successfully delivered to all residents in Stainton & Wilsic 
➢ Lambcote Grange would also be included in the monthly newsletter moving forward 
➢ The celebration event has been rearranged for Sunday 5th September. Starting with a child friendly 

church service at 10.15am then moving on to the Village Hall for 10.45am. Everyone is welcome. 
➢ First post Covid Yoga class is scheduled for the 12th August. The first 4 weeks are free for people 

living in the village. 
➢ The VHT are looking to host a Knit & Natter Group in the near future. 
➢ Planning has begun for the Summer Community Event which will be held on the recreational area 

on Sunday 12th September. Current plans are to have some events including; egg and spoon race, 
three-legged race etc. Some stalls have already been arranged which include: VHT, Cake stall, 
Tombola (any donations for this are gladly received). DMBC Communities may also have a stall. If 
any one is interested in hosting a stall, then please get in touch. The VHT would welcome 
volunteers to help plan and run the event. Please get in touch, contact details are on the 
Noticeboard outside the Village Hall. 

➢ Save the Date: A Male voice choir will be performing in the church on Saturday 11th December in 
the run up to Christmas. 

➢ Plans are to paint the benches and the decking on the recreational grounds weather permitting. 
➢ The Facebook page continues to be very lively. The consensus is that it is very useful as one tool for 

gathering peoples’ thoughts about community events and activities. It also offers a quasi-
Neighbourhood Watch, where residents can report to their neighbours and friends’ strange 
activities and burglaries. 

➢ Work is being done with the Parish Council to find a company to repair/replace the phone box. The 
phone box will continue to be a village asset as a library. 

➢ The VHT Supported Cllr Kate Watkins at the recent Consultation Event held at the Village Hall with 
regards to the Recreational Ground Improvements. 

Residents from Wilsic reported that a number of dangerous potholes in the village had been repaired by 
DMBC. 
70/2021 Opening Statement and Disclosable Pecuniary Interest:  
Cllr Barratt: Stainton Village Hall Trust. Cllr S Brown: Stainton Village Hall Trust 
71/2021 Apologies and Approve Reason for Absence  
Cllr I Watkins, Cllr N Walsham and Ward Cllr Cannings sent their apologies and were approved by Cllr 
Brown (Chair).  
71/2021 Minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 28th June 2021 
The minutes were then recorded as a true and accurate record, and were signed by Cllr Brown (Chair).  
72/2021 Matters arising from the minutes 
No matters arising. 
73/2021 Police Report 
No crimes were listed as reported in May on the official SYP website. 
75/2021 Ward Councillor Report 
Ward Cllr Greenhalgh reported that the privately owned fit for purpose lamppost located on Holme Hall  
Lane, would be suitable to generate lighting on the road. DMBC have agreed to maintain the post, once  
work has been carried out to activate the power. Ward Cllr Greenhalgh agreed to progress the matter.  
Ward Cllr Greenhalgh was happy to report that a contractor was making a site visit to assess the Telephone 
 Box, and considered what repairs need to be done to it.  Ward Cllr Greenhalgh agreed to attend the 
 meeting. Ward Cllr Greenhalgh notified members of the Council that Tickhill castle was re-opening in  
August. It was asked of Ward Cllr Greenhalgh what was happening at the site of the old Millstone 
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 In Tickhill, Ward Cllr Greenhalgh confirmed that the site was being developed and that a branch of the 
 Co-Op would be moving into the ground floor, with private apartments on the first floor. 
76/2021 Planning Applications. 
No planning applications were received. 
74/2021 Recreation Field and Facilities 
Cllr K Watkins reported that the Consultation meeting at the VHT had gone very well. Cllr K Watkins also 
reported that a link with a questionnaire had been posted on the local Facebook page, 34 adults and 8 
children completed it. Cllr K Watkins remarked that the general consensus was that a “back-to-basics” 
strategy would benefit the area better. Cllr K Watkins confirmed that this project would be done in  
phases – 12/24/36 months. The first phase would concentrate on new play equipment for the children.  
It was reported that the gates to the Recreation area were in need of repair. Cllr Watkins agreed to speak 

with Philp Watkins who has agreed to carry out the repair. 

77/2021 Highways and Footpaths 
Cllr K Pawson reported that the pathway from School Lane down to Limekiln Lane was covered with moss 
and was becoming quite dangerous. It was reported also that the lane down from the Three Tuns Public 
House was very overgrown. Ward Cllr Greenhalgh agreed to report both matters to DMBC. 
79/2021 Telephone Box 
This matter was discussed in the Public Session and also in the Ward Report. 
80/2021 Wilsic 
Discussed in the Public Session 
81/2021 Village Pond and Surrounding Areas 
The Clerk reported that the representative from Wildscapes had agreed to do the survey on the Pond. 
Clerk to liaise. Cllr Barratt reported that Severn Trent had been out to investigate a potential leak from the 
pumping station next to the pond. Severn Trent reacted quickly and found that there was no leak. 
82/2021 Website 
Cllr Barratt notified Council that he had made steps in looking at various village/community sites which 
could be considered as the foundation for the new Stainton Village website.  Cllr Barratt said that the 
Laughton-en-le-Morthen website model was probably the most suitable, that he had seen. Cllr Barratt 
went on to discuss the potential cost implications of developing a new website with a local web designer, 
and the initial costing came out at <£1,000. The potential new website would allow for an email contact 
form which would allow for collection of email addresses securely, for potential new marketing strategies 
for the village moving forward. Matter ongoing.  
84/2021 Finance 

a) Bank Statements: Council were provided with a copy of the latest bank statements 
b) Quarterly Budget Review: Approved 
c) Accounts for Approval: approved the following online & cheque payments: 

D Hoyes – Clerks Salary         £105.20 
A & D Gardening – General Village Maintenance      £168.00 
Mr J Grey - (payment of Annual Internet Hosting)      £75.49 

85/2021 Correspondence  
YLCA – Law and Governance Bulletin 
Council all acknowledged receipt of this bulletin 
DMBC – Adoption of a new Model Councillor Code  
Council discussed and resolved to adopt the new Code of Conduct. Cllr Brown proposed the new policy and 
Cllr Barratt seconded. The policy will be published on the village website. 
DMBC – Representation from Stainton Parish Council at the Joint Consultative Committee 
Cllr Brown agreed to take on the responsibility of Stainton Parish Council’s representation at the Joint 
Council Committee. 
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86/2021 Next Meeting 
Council approved the following date: 6th September 2021 at Stainton Village Hall. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45pm. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Date: 6th  September 2021 


